
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 
 
The Commissioner Work Session of September 13, 2021 meeting was called to order at 
6:32 p.m.  The meeting was held via ZOOM.  The announcement of Public Meetings was 
read by the Administrator. In attendance were Commissioner Bianco Bezich, 
Commissioner Roche and Commissioner Troy, the Borough Administrator, Borough 
Solicitor, and Borough Clerk.  
 
The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.   
 
John Kawczynski, E. Summit Avenue, in reference to the advertised Public Relations job, 
asked when this position was created, what the hours per week are, and how was the 
hourly rate determined.  He noted that this had not been discussed at the prior work 
session.  Mayor Bianco Bezich stated that this position was previously filled by a full-time 
person who resigned about a month before the COVID-19 pandemic started.  The 
Borough did not replace that employee and are now looking to do so with a part-time 
person.  The Administrator noted that the title is different now, but the job also dealt with 
communications at that time.  We are trying to offer better communications within the 
Borough.  The $20 per hour rate is the standard rate for our part-time personnel. 
 
Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, talked about the tree at 315 Redman Avenue that is slated 
to be taken down the following day.  He noted that the roadwork there is almost 
complete, and the only work left is to lay the asphalt.  The various options for saving this 
tree were reference and asked if the tree still needed to be removed since it is still 
standing at this time.  Commissioner Troy replied that the reason for removing the tree 
have already been established and noted that the other options were not viable.  He 
further noted that six of the eight residents who answered the survey were in favor of 
removing the tree and there were two residents who did not respond.  The Borough is 
acting in the best interested of the tax payers.  Mr. Hess stated that he has resigned 
himself to having the tree removed; although, it appears there is no damage to the tree 
during the road construction.  Mayor Bianco Bezich noted that this tree process is another 
example of why we need a Public Relations person. 
 
The various requests for use of borough property were then discussed: 
 

1. Touch-a-Truck event – the Elizabeth Haddon School is requesting the use of a Fire 
Truck for their event to  be held October 8th.  Mayor Bianco Bezich state that there 
had been discussions within the Fire Department to put a hold on the use of their 
equipment for these types of events, because of children under 12 not being 
vaccinated.  The Administrator asked if the event could be approved without the 
use of the truck.  The Commissioners all agreed. 

2. Yoga Class – the Friends of the Library are asking to be allowed to use the Library 
Point for another yoga class on October 16th.  The Commissioners approved this 
event. 

3. Yoga Class – the Newcomers Club is asking for use of Library Point for a yoga class 
as well on October 10th.  The Commissioners approved this event. 

4. White Cane Day – the Lions Club would like to hold this event in Kings Court on 
November 24th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  This would be a fund raiser/donation 



collection event with a table and chairs, which would be closer to Kings Highway 
so that they do not interfere with the restaurants there.  The Commissioners agreed. 

5. Halloween Trick-or-Treating – the Administrator advised that there have been a 
few inquiries regarding Halloween already.  Commissioner Roche stated that he 
has also received requests to close Washington Avenue for trick or treating as well.  
He noted that residents are specifically asking that this happen when Halloween 
falls on a week day, due to the traffic from people coming home from work.  The 
Commissioner agreed that the recommended hours would be 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. and that trick-or-treating would be done on October 31st.  The Commissioners 
then discussed the feasibility of closing Washington Avenue, with Commissioner 
Roche recused himself from a final decision as he lives on Washington Avenue.  
They also discussed the potential closure of other heavily trafficked areas for trick-
or-treaters; i.e. Hawthorne Avenue.  If it was to be closed it was agreed that it 
should be done as a block party, noting that it would be difficult to block of the 
four blocks that are so busy.  The Police Chief joined the meeting for this discussion, 
noting that he would recommend blocking off Washington Avenue from Jefferson 
Avenue to Lincoln Avenue if it is done.  He also indicated that he would be okay 
with the hours being after sundown, although block parties typically must end by 
that time.  Mayor Bianco Bezich indicated that she would need to discuss this 
further with the Police and Fire Departments, commenting that there might be a 
need to limit the number of streets that can be closed for a block party on 
Halloween.  The Commissioners all agreed that more information was needed.  
They also agreed that such a block party could be planned and signatures of the 
residents obtained, but they would still have to determine how to proceed.  The 
Police Chief stated that he would try of have Auxiliary Police personnel handle 
such a road closure.  The Commissioners did not make a final decision on whether 
or not any additional costs for police personnel would be passed along to the 
residents for such an event. 

 
Next, the Commissioners agreed to move the October work session to Tuesday, October 
19th at 6:30 p.m. as the currently scheduled date falls on the Columbus Day holiday. 
 
The Administrator then briefly reviewed a draft speed bump/hump policy.  She 
specifically noted that these devices do negatively affect emergency response times, 
specifically if there are speed bumps on most of the streets.  Commissioner Troy stated 
that this was a well though out, thorough policy.  Commissioner Roche noted that this 
would be done on a case-by-case basis.  Mayor Bianco Bezich liked the policy as well, 
noting that she especially liked that the disadvantages of such devices were included.  
The Commissioners discussed the financial impact to the Borough for reviewing such 
requests; i.e. speed studies, labor and staffing for review, engineer costs, etc.  The 
Administrator noted that these are typically installed in conjunction with the road 
program work, so the cost is minimal.  Prior to COVID-19 the Borough received 
approximately 2-3 requests annually for speed bumps, but because more people are 
working from home that number has increased.  The Commissioners agreed to approve 
the policy at the September 27th meeting.  The Administrator noted that in future years 
the Commissioners will be re-approving all policies on an annual basis as well. 
 



The Road Program Policy and the 2022-2025 Road Program were then reviewed.  The 
Administrator stated that she will review the current Road Program Policy to see if there 
are any changes that need to be made.  Additionally, she has revised the schedule of 
roads being proposed for the 2022-2025 program based on the feed back that she 
received at previous meetings with the Commissioners.  Although all of the same streets 
are being done, the difference is the order in which they are being done.  After discussing 
both policies the Commissioners agreed to minor changes and to discuss these again at 
a future work session.  Specifically discussed was who will be responsible for repaving 
Veterans Lane with all the construction that has occurred there, which lead to discussions 
about other areas where there are big construction projects being planned and how 
they will affect road work plans.  The time frame for the annual road program was then 
reviewed.  Mayor Bianco Bezich noted that this final list will be provided to both PSE&G 
and New Jersey American Water (NJAW). 
 
The September 27, 2021 draft agenda was then reviewed.  It was noted that the 
resolution for the Girls’ Day Out will be changed to be called Boutique Week, which then 
culminates into a Girls’ Day Out at the end of the event.  Resolutions will be added for 
the Cross County Connections Grant received for $2,500, as well as the new Police 
Department hire. 
 
Commissioner Roche then brought up the new Big Belly cans that will be placed in the 
downtown and the potential for advertising opportunities on each one.  He noted that 
this is a possible revenue source.  The Administrator noted that there is a policy already in 
place.  After a brief discussion she asked if this was something to pursue as we go into 
budgeting season.  The Commissioners agreed and various options were briefly 
discussed. 
 
Commissioner Troy stated that he has been approached on numerous occasions about 
what the Borough’s plans are regarding traffic not stopping at Hawthorne and Narberth 
Avenues.  He asked what the process was to get signage installed there.  Mayor Bianco 
Bezich reviewed in general terms the standards for having a stop sign installed, and 
indicated that she would like to pursue this the same way speed bumps are to be done.  
The Commissioners agreed. 
 
At 8:00 p.m. Mayor Bianco Bezich made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the 
Bancroft property under attorney-client privilege, as well as board appointments and to 
review potential ordinance changes with the Borough Solicitor regarding outdoor 
smoking.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Troy and approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session where the motion had included 
adjourning the meeting at 9:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 


